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Getting Started
So, you’ve purchased Brevets and you’re ready to start using the app. Whoa, not so fast. Let’s
take this one step at a time and spend a couple of minutes to get familiar with the app.
A well-designed app should be self-explanatory. I think Brevets is simple to use. But despite its
simplicity, it contains many helpful features. This guide will help to familiarize you with the use
of Brevets.

Step 1 - Since you will be using Brevets to track your location,
you should click “Always Allow”. You may wonder why “Only
While Using the App” is not the correct solution. The answer
is that “Only While Using the App” only allows Brevets to use
your location while it is the program running in the
foreground. Brevets is designed to run in the background
when your device is running another app, or is inactive and
showing no screen at all. To allow Brevets to function
correctly, you must select “Always Allow”.

Step 2 - After you click “Always Allow” you will notice that
Brevets is using Location Services. This is the main screen
(Figure 2), and information concerning the use of Brevets is
contained on this screen. You can scroll the text up for
additional information. Later, if you are not going to be using
Brevets for some time, then you should click “Stop Tracking”.
This will terminate location services for Brevets.
After you have read the warnings and you want to start using
Brevets, click “Use Brevets”. You can always return to this
screen later.

Step 3 - You will now be presented with the “Courses” screen.
This is where you will select a course. To do so, you should
click on “Click a Course Below for Options”. The first time you
use Brevets, you will see that there are no courses listed
below.
So how do you get a course into Brevets. You have two
options. The first option is to “Create a New Course” and the
second option is to “Download a Course from iCloud”.
Let’s start by downloading a course from iCloud. Suppose you
are going to ride the 200k brevet in the St. Louis, Missouri,
region. The regional brevet administrator (RBA) informs you
that the 200k course is named “RUSA-STL200k”
For purposes of this guide, we will use a course entitled
“Example”. It is a course on the Madison County, Illinois, bike
trail.
Step 4 - Enter the name of the course. Course names are not
case sensitive so you could enter “ExAmPLE” or “example”.
Either one would get the course you wanted. If Brevets can
find the course, it will download the course and tell you how
many checkpoints it contains. Example has 45 checkpoints.
To ride or edit a course, the course must be located on your
iPhone. The reason for this is because you may lose internet
service during a ride, and you would not want to lose part of
your course during a ride. Additionally, since Brevets is
designed to use the fewest battery resources as possible
during a ride, it is not designed to access the internet during
the ride. The exception to this is if you ride in map mode,
which is not recommended.
Click “Courses” in the upper left hand corner of the screen to
return to the Courses screen.

Step 5 - You will now see a course named “EXAMPLE” is
included on your device. If you want to work with this course,
click on EXAMPLE or whatever the course is named.

Step 6 - These are the actions you can perform on the course
called “EXAMPLE”. We’re anxious to get riding, so let’s go
straight to using Brevets on a ride. Click “RIDE COURSE”.
Incidentally, “EXAMPLE” is an actual ride. It is approximately
23 miles long and is on the Madison County Transit trail in
Madison County, Illinois.

Step 7 - This is the “RIDE” screen. It is the screen that you will
be looking at during the ride. The area inside the red border
tells you what you should do at this location.
When you are ready to start riding, press the “START RIDE”
blue button at the bottom of the screen. If location services
had been turned off, then the “START RIDE” button will say
“START TRACKING”. When you press the “START TRACKING”
button, it turns to “START RIDE” which you then press to start
your ride.

Step 8 - You are now asked “How long ago did you start?” You
might not want to use Brevets for an entire ride. Perhaps you
are very familiar with the start of the ride, but you are
uncertain of the course later in the ride. In my 2009 ride at
Last Chance 1200k, I didn’t think I would get lost for the first
650 miles, but I was concerned about the last 100 miles. In
that situation, if I had been using Brevets, I could have
conserved the power in my iPhone battery only started
Brevets at the 650-mile mark. I would have entered the
elapsed time for the first 650 miles of the ride when I reached
this screen. This feature will not be used frequently, but you
may have to restart a course for some reason at some point,
and this is how you would do it.
For purposes of our example, let’s just assume that we want
the timing to begin immediately at zero. No need to enter
anything here, just click on “OK” and we’re on our way.

Step 9 - Now we’re rolling. This screen tells us that the first
checkpoint is at .49 miles. However, something seems to be
wrong. Why does it show “00.00” for the number of miles to
the next checkpoint? The simple answer is that the iPhone
screen is not updated when you are not moving. Since this
screen shot was taken right as I was starting to ride, the screen
had not updated. Normally, the straight-line distance to the
next checkpoint is displayed right above the red rectangle.
Straight line distance, not road distance. If you are on a
straight road, they are the same, but if there is a curve in the
road ahead, then the distances could be different.
Note that this screen’s background is black. An OLED screen
such as the iPhone X uses much less electricity to display a
black screen. But to conserve battery power further, power
down the iPhone. On an iPhone X, this is done by pressing the
button on the upper right hand side of the phone. Brevets will
keep you informed as to what actions you need to take and
when to take them because it is running in the background.
Step 10 - When checkpoints are separated by some distance,
Brevets will give you a heads-up a little in advance of the
action that you should take. Here, Brevets is telling me that in
.26 miles I will proceed straight across Freedom Drive. The
icon with a yellow exclamation point in a black background
tells you that this is an early warning. The normal early
warning distance is .26 miles, but this can be changed by you
for a specific ride. I’ll show you how to do that a little later.
Let’s keep riding.
As a footnote, the photograph on my lock screen is of a
portion of the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial in Washington,
D.C.

Step 11 - When you are within 65 meters (.04 miles) of the
checkpoint, Brevets will notify you with this message. Note
the green arrow icon which indicates that you are supposed to
go straight at this point.
There is a little additional information that might be helpful to
you here. First, it tells you what your average course speed is.
Here it is 7.81 miles per hour. (Well I had to stop a few times
to take screen shots. While I am not a fast rider, I’m not
usually that slow.) This number is helpful if you know what
speed you must maintain to complete a brevet within set time
limits. And this is “course speed”. It takes the number of
miles of the course that you have completed (in this case .49
miles minus the .04 warning distance) and divides by the
number of hours that have elapsed since the start of the ride.
When your mind gets a little foggy during the late hours of a
brevet, this information can be very valuable.
Additionally, this notification tells you that it is .35 miles to the
next checkpoint. This is the actual distance you must ride to
reach the next checkpoint.
Step 12 - If you open Brevets at this point, you will see this
screen. It displays the next checkpoint, the distance to the
next checkpoint, and the current miles completed.
Why does it indicate that you have completed .480 miles when
you’ve just passed a checkpoint at .49 miles? This screen shot
was taken as soon as the above notification was given. At that
point, I had not passed Freedom Drive. When the notification
was sent by Brevets, the distance traveled was updated to .49
less .04 or .45 miles. If I had taken a side trip during the first
.45 miles of my ride, a GPS or odometer would have shown the
actual distance I traveled. Brevets shows the distance you
would have traveled if you had stayed on course. It corrects
itself each time it reaches a checkpoint.
On this “Ride” screen, the miles to next check point is a
straight-line distance between your current position and the
next checkpoint. It just so happens that this part of the course
is fairly straight so this distance is the same as the notification
distance.

Step 13 - As we continue to ride towards the next checkpoint,
the straight-line distance to the next checkpoint is continually
calculated. Notice the speed does not change between
checkpoints. The miles calculation in the upper left hand
corner of the screen is an approximation of the number of
miles you have ridden. It is corrected at each check-point.
I usually put my phone to sleep as I ride because displaying this
screen continuously is a drain on the battery.

Step 14 - If you ride with the “Ride” screen displayed, you will
still receive notifications when you reach a checkpoint.
In this screen, we have reached the Eastport Plaza Checkpoint
and the “Ride” screen has been updated for the next
checkpoint.
On the iPhone X, merely swipe the notification up to remove
it.

Step 15 - Let’s say you accidentally hit the “STOP RIDE” button
at some point during your ride. You will receive this message.
If you want to discontinue the use of Brevets for this ride, click
“YES”, but because you accidentally hit the “STOP RIDE”
button, press “NO” and continue riding.
Let’s look at some of the other controls. Press “More” in
upper right hand corner of the screen.

Step 16 - You will be presented with this screen.
In Step 10, I indicated that you could change the distance at
which “Brevets” will give you an early warning. You would do
that on this screen.
Also “Brevets” keeps track of your time at each checkpoint and
will display it if you press the “Results Screen”. In the current
version of “Brevets” these results are not saved after you exit
from the “Ride” Screen.
Let’s look at the “Map Screen”. Press that button.

Step 17 - This is the screen that you will see if you have
internet access.
If you want to move the screen around and look at other
locations, you can do so by pressing the “Scroll Map” button.
You can ride with this screen as the visible screen and you will
still receive appropriate notifications.

Step 18 - There is a problem with riding with this screen as
your main screen. “Brevets” was designed to use very a
minimal amount of battery power while it is being used. If it
has to constantly connect with the internet and download
additional map data, you will quickly find that you must
recharge your phone.
For this reason, it is not recommended that you use this screen
continuously. However, it may be helpful to glance at the map
screen every so often to make sure you are still on course.
Press “More Ride Controls” in the upper left hand corner of
this screen (after you have swiped up on the notification) to
return to the previous screen.

Step 19 - This is the “Results Screen” mentioned above. It is
available during or immediately after a ride, but the current
version of “Brevets” does not permanently save it.
That is a quick explanation of how to use “Brevets” to ride a
course. Now let’s explore how you can create a new course
using “Brevets”. From the screen shown in Step 3 above, click
“Create a New Course”. Later we will show you how to edit a
course during a ride.&&

Step 20 – Let’s recreate the course that we were riding above.
To create a course, you create a starting checkpoint.
This is the first screen you will see when you want to create a
course. You must give the course a unique name. In this, we
will call the new course “Example-Create” because we already
have a course called “Example”. Enter a descriptive message
that will be displayed when you first go to the “Ride” screen
and before you press the “Start Ride” button. In this case, I
have entered “MEPRD OFFICE 104 UNITED DRIVE,
COLLINSVILLE, ILLINOIS – TURN LEFT (WEST) ON BIKE PATH.”
This message should be detailed enough to get the rider
proceeding on the right path.
Each course can only have one starting point. Now all you
have to do is add the location. Press the red button called
“ADD USING CURRENT LOCATION” if you are physically at the
starting location. Otherwise you will have to manually type
the latitude and longitude and press “ADD USING LAT/LONG
ABOVE”. I’ll explain the “PASTE LAT/LONG” button later.

Step 21 – Now you are ready to add additional points to the
course you have just created. This screen requires that you
enter the distance and the type of checkpoint in addition to
the message and the latitude and longitude.
Brevets sorts checkpoints based on the distance that you
entered, and as you saw earlier, Brevets also corrects the
distance you have traveled during a ride by the checkpoint
distance.

Step 22 – Let’s start entering information. The first checkpoint
that we want to enter is “CROSS FREEDOM DRIVE”. Although
you don’t have to enter the name of every road you cross,
sometimes it might be a good idea to at least let the rider
know he or she is on the right path. In this course, you cross
Freedom Drive at .49 miles. You will not be turning so leave
“Straight” as the selection for the type of checkpoint.
When you are physically at this checkpoint, press the red “ADD
USING CURRENT LOCATION” button to record this point.

